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scientific pieces of work necessary for the reorganization of
society, pointing out the need for positive science in philosophy
and politics. Of these pamphlets Saint-Simon said that they
were the best thing yet written on general politics.
It is easy to see a close connection between Saint-Simonism
and the leading ideas of Positivism—the belief in a conscious
organization of society along scientific lines, in the elimination
of ^revealed religion, with later tendencies to found a new
cult in the place of dethroned Catholicism. Not only so, but
Comte carried into his later schemes of social reorganization
Saint-Simon's insistence on the part played in society by in-
dustry and finance. In opposition both to Liberal economic
laissez-faire and to the Socialism that wanted to " democratize"
industry, Comte stressed the need for the systematizing of
industry as being the chief expression of collective activity,
stating that bankers were the real chiefs of modern society.
This insistence on the economic factors of modern life un-
doubtedly separates Comte from the main current of the
Conservative thought of his day and indicates some capacity
for breaking new ground.1
What was the exact relation of Comtism to Saint-Simonism ?
While few go so far as to say with John Stuart Mill that "Saint-
Simon is not worth reading after Comte," some think that
Saint-Simon picked the brains of an exceptionally able young
disciple and borrowed from him both ideas and terminology;
this was Comte's own view, and he always bitterly regretted
his " disastrous connection " with Saint-Simon. Without going
so far, Alengry, one of the most level-headed of Comte's
commentators, holds that, while Comte undoubtedly borrowed
from Saint-Simon some of his main ideas, Comte thought
everything over again for himself and actually wrote works
that Saint-Simon had only schemed. At the other end we find
Flint declaring that Saint-Simon was the source of all the
essentials of Positivism and enunciated almost every idea of one
^ * In \faAppel aux Conservateurs of 1855 he declares that " the evil revolu-
tionarj^spirit belongs more to the bourgeoisie than to the people. The real
opposition to the necessary concentration of power and wealth comes from
those who, while unable to become politicians, refuse to be proletarians."
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